[Late relapse of breast cancer after adjuvant chemotherapy].
Late relapses (> 10 years) of breast cancer are mainly observed in ER positive tumors. The yearly relapse rate is still 0.5 % after 10 years. These relapses occurred even if adjuvant chemotherapy was given. Consequently, a better knowledge of the metastatic process is warranted in order to define better treatment options. We will discuss here a case of hormonosensitive breast cancer relapsing 20 years after the initial treatment. We will discuss the most recent data concerning late relapses. New hypotheses concerning disseminated tumoral cells and circulating cells will be reported. We will also review data about stem cells, tumor initiating cells and dormancy state.